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think of my daughters. I think of my
grandchildren. We all do. We all think,
how would our family deal with that?
It just breaks your heart.

The Vice President claims the Vice
President’s trip down to Guatemala
and Mexico was to talk about the root
cause of immigration. I don’t believe
that. The Vice President’s trip wasn’t
anything more than a poorly executed
political stunt.

President Biden and Vice President
HARRIS need to stop avoiding the crisis,
stop laughing off this threat, get to the
border, and take real steps. As I said,
once they actually go to the border and
actually see the crisis, I will lift my
hold. This is all to make sure they go
to the border. But as long as they
refuse to help those risking their lives
every day to keep us safe, as long as
they refuse to visit the border and put
an end to the humanitarian crisis they
created, I am going to keep my holds
on.

Those two little girls and all the peo-
ple who have been trafficked—they de-
serve better. The millions of immi-
grants in our country going through a
legal process—they deserve better. Our
Border Patrol agents—they deserve
better. All American families deserve
better. Therefore, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Michigan.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I would
like to discuss Ms. Carnahan’s quali-
fications further before asking for con-
sent on her confirmation.

Ms. Carnahan has an extensive career
spanning Federal and State govern-
ment, as well as the private sector.
During the Obama administration, she
founded and led the State and Local
Practice at 18F, a technology
consultancy within GSA. In this role,
Ms. Carnahan worked with State and
local government agencies to improve
and modernize their digital services.
Prior to her tenure at 18F, Miss Carna-
han served as Missouri’s secretary of
state, where she focused on modern-
izing IT infrastructure to improve serv-
ice for hundreds of thousands of cus-
tomers.

Ms. Carnahan is a nationally recog-
nized government technology leader
and in 2017 was named one of the Fed-
eral Government’s Top Women in Tech.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting Ms. Carnahan’s nomination
to lead GSA.

From modernizing and securing Fed-
eral networks to strengthening supply
chain security, GSA plays a critical
role in bolstering our national secu-
rity.

With that, I ask unanimous consent
that notwithstanding rule XXII, the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of the following nomination:
Calendar 175.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?
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Without objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Robin Carna-
han, of Missouri, to be Administrator
of General Services.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
vote on the nomination without inter-
vening action or debate and, if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table, all without intervening action or
debate; that no further motions be in
order to the nomination; that any
statements related to the nomination
be printed in the RECORD; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Carnahan nom-
ination?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, after
months of unnecessary handwringing,
Vice President HARRIS has finally an-
nounced that she intends to visit the
U.S.-Mexico border.

She was, as you will recall, tapped by
the President to lead the efforts to
stem the current humanitarian crisis
back in March. But 3 months in, she
has spent more time trying to figure
out how to support Central American
countries than how to help American
law enforcement and community lead-
ers in Texas.

In the absence of any action from the
administration—in fact, any acknowl-
edgement of the crisis, at all—the hu-
manitarian crisis has gotten nothing
but worse. In March, the first month of
her heading up the administration’s re-
sponse, there were 173,000 migrants
that crossed our southern border. Then,
in April, the number went up to 178,000
and, in May, 180,000 migrants. We are
now on track to see the highest num-
ber of total yearly border crossings in
two decades, according to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, Mr.
Mayorkas.

At the center of this crisis are unac-
companied children, who are brought
to this country by cartels and human
smugglers. We know that the migrant
children endure a long and dangerous
journey to our border, often arriving
malnourished, abused, and in critical
health. Some of the young girls even
arrive pregnant, and we know that
many of them have been sexually as-
saulted en route by these human smug-
glers who care nothing for their wel-
fare. All they care about is the cold,
hard dollar. I have talked to a number
of these children and heard them retell
their horrific stories about their jour-
ney from their home to our border.

Since January, since the time that
President Biden and Vice President
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HARRIS were inaugurated, more than
65,000 unaccompanied children have en-
tered our country with no parent and
no adult guardian, an absolutely dev-
astating figure. These children are
then placed with sponsors in the inte-
rior of the United States—sometimes a
family member, sometimes a complete
stranger. Thirty days after these chil-
dren are placed with their American-
based sponsor, not necessarily even an
American citizen, a full 20 percent of
them don’t respond to a phone call or a
wellness check when a person associ-
ated with the U.S. Government knocks
on the door. And we have no idea what
happens to these children once they are
lost to the system.

The Border Patrol’s Rio Grande Val-
ley Sector is the epicenter of this
human crisis. Between October and
April, that is where nearly half of all
unaccompanied children were encoun-
tered. In the 3 months since the Vice
President has been in charge of this
crisis, I have visited the Rio Grande
Valley Sector twice. I have spoken
with law enforcement, elected officials,
and mnongovernmental organizations
that try to be of assistance to the mi-
grants while they are in the country,
and a long list of other people who are
trying to do everything in their power
to manage this overwhelming number
of humanity coming across our border.

On Friday, Vice President HARRIS
won’t get to speak with these men and
women. Why is that? Well, she will be
more than 1,000 miles away, down the
border from the Border Patrol sector
experiencing the worst of this crisis.

I know there are probably folks who
are not from Texas who think that the
whole border is exactly the same, but
that is not true. I had the chance to
travel to Tucson with Senator SINEMA,
the Senator from Arizona, and I got a
chance to observe how different the
border is in the Tucson Sector from the
Rio Grande Valley, which she traveled
with me to see after we left Tucson.
But since October, the Rio Grande Val-
ley Sector has encountered nearly
three times as many unaccompanied
children as the El1 Paso Sector and
more than seven times more family
units.

The situation along the entirety of
the U.S. border is challenging, to be
sure, and El Paso has suffered during
the crisis too, no doubt. Law enforce-
ment, nongovernmental organizations,
and community leaders in every border
sector are struggling to manage the
massive surge of migrants.

When asked why she hadn’t visited
the border yet, the Vice President said
she wasn’t interested in grand ges-
tures. Yet here she is planning a trip in
a way that reflects, again, that she
doesn’t really fully comprehend the
magnitude of the crisis and where it
really exists on steroids, which is in
the Rio Grande Valley. It is not even
fair to say that she is a day late and a
dollar short. She is nearly 100 days late
and 1,000 miles short.

By ignoring the Rio Grande Valley,
the busiest Border Patrol sector along
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the U.S.-Texas-Mexico border, the Vice
President is shifting the focus away
from the most serious problems of the
crisis that she has failed to solve or
even contribute any constructive ideas
to. It won’t surprise you to know that
during my time in the Senate, because
my State does have a 1,200-mile com-
mon border with Mexico, I have spent a
lot of time listening to and learning
from folks who live and work along our
border. Our border is a beautiful part of
our State, rich in a unique culture and
a rich sense of community that you
can’t find in many parts of the coun-
try.

Through no fault of their own, these
border communities are being over-
whelmed by the sheer number of mi-
grants crossing the border, and the
local leaders are beyond frustrated
with the failures of the Federal Gov-
ernment to live up to its obligation to
provide security along an international
border.

The President and Vice President
have, I have to acknowledge, verbally
encouraged migrants not to come to
the United States. But those words
mean nothing. They are hollow rhet-
oric indeed when somebody can simply
pick up the phone and call a family
member in the United States or watch
the evening news and see how easy it is
to make your way across the border,
not to mention the fact that the
human smugglers, the cartels who
charge thousands of dollars per head,
are whispering in their ear saying: We
can get you across the border if you
just pay us our fee.

The reality of the situation is we are
nearing a breaking point, and the Vice
President and President could see that
if they were only willing to join me and
others who would be more than happy
to host them by visiting the Rio
Grande Valley. The administration has
wasted valuable time that could have
been spent addressing the crisis.

This is a crisis in policy. This is not
where building an additional physical
barrier would stop many of these mi-
grants. Some of that would, and the
Border Patrol said it has a part to
play, but the truth is many of these
migrants are turning themselves over
to law enforcement authorities. They
are not running away because they
have figured out the gaps in our law
better than we have.

The administration has wasted valu-
able time that could have been spent
addressing this crisis, and instead, it
has just gotten worse. Now the ques-
tion is, What are they going to do
about it? If they are looking for ideas,
I am happy to offer a suggestion.

There is already a grassroots plan
out there that was built from the bot-
tom up by Senators and Congressmen
most familiar with this crisis. Last
month, Senator SINEMA, the Senator
from Arizona, and I introduced the Bi-
partisan Border Solutions Act, a
straightforward, commonsense way to
address this crisis. We have been proud
to work with two House Members. The
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Presiding Officer knows Congressman
CUELLAR from Laredo, TX, along with
TONY GONZALES, who represents one of
the biggest congressional districts con-
tiguous to the U.S.-Mexico border, and
they are our cosponsors in the House.

So a bipartisan, bicameral bill to ad-
dress the very crisis that Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS and President Biden have
been trying to avoid learning more
about, at least until now—this legisla-
tion has the support, as I said, of Mem-
bers of both parties and in both Cham-
bers, as well as a diverse range of well-
respected organizations. The U.S. His-
panic Chamber of Commerce, the Na-
tional Border Patrol Council, the Na-
tional Immigration Forum, and more
than a dozen other organizations sup-
port this legislation.

I would be more than happy to sit
down with the President and the Vice
President to discuss our bill, which in-
cludes the input of leaders who are
dealing with the brunt of the crisis
along the border. If the administration
truly wants to address this crisis, they
need to get serious about how to do so,
and a photo op simply will not get the
job done.

The Vice President, I think, would be
well served and would be serving the
people of this country well if she would
visit the Rio Grande Valley and listen
to the law enforcement, elected offi-
cials, NGOs, and other men and women
who are doing their best to try to deal
with this crisis without much help
from the administration.

The administration has wasted too
much time already. Now is not the
time for another empty gesture.

I yield the floor.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

NOMINATION OF DEBORAH L. BOARDMAN

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
this afternoon in support of the nomi-
nation of U.S. Magistrate Judge Debo-
rah Boardman to be a U.S. district
judge for the District of Maryland.

Judge Boardman was favorably re-
ported by the Judiciary Committee on
June 10. I have recommended Judge
Boardman, along with Senator VAN
HOLLEN, to President Biden, and I
strongly support her nomination.
Judge Boardman was nominated to fill
the future vacancy created when Judge
Richard Bennett, appointed by Presi-
dent Bush in 2003, announced his inten-
tions to take senior status upon the
confirmation of his successor. Presi-
dent Biden nominated Judge Boardman
for this position on March 30, and the
Judiciary Committee held her con-
firmation hearing on May 12.

Shortly after the November 2020
Presidential election, I worked with
Senator VAN HOLLEN to establish a ju-
dicial selection committee in Mary-
land. We used an open application proc-
ess with public advertisement and com-
municated closely with the State,
local, and specialty bar associations in
Maryland. In particular, we sought out
a highly qualified and diverse applicant
pool.
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Our committee interviewed everyone
who submitted an application, which
involved several dozen interviews. Sen-
ator VAN HOLLEN and I personally
interviewed several finalists before
making our recommendations to the
White House.

I strongly agree with President
Biden’s request that Senators consider
nominating individuals whose legal ex-
periences have been historically under-
represented on the Federal bench, in-
cluding those who are public defenders,
civil rights and legal aid attorneys, and
those who represent Americans in
every walk of life. Judge Boardman fits
that request.

Judge Deborah Boardman was born
in Silver Spring, raised in Frederick,
and lives in Baltimore. She received a
B.A. from Villanova University. After
graduating from college, she accepted a
Fulbright scholarship to study in
Amman, Jordan. She received her J.D.
from the University of Virginia School
of Law. After law school, she clerked
for a Federal judge in the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, known as the ‘‘rocket
docket” for the speed of its caseload.

Judge Boardman brings tremendous
experience to the courtroom as a sit-
ting U.S. magistrate judge in Maryland
since 2019, which is the same Federal
judicial district in which she would be-
come a district judge, if confirmed by
the Senate. She already handles a
heavy caseload in our Federal court.

As a magistrate judge, Judge
Boardman presides over civil cases by
consent of the parties, resolves civil
discovery disputes, conducts settle-
ment conferences, and presides over
preliminary criminal proceedings. Ad-
ditionally, she administers the District
of Maryland’s Social Security appeals
docket.

In civil cases before her by consent of
the parties, Judge Boardman rules on
motions to dismiss, resolves discovery
disputes, decides whether a case should
proceed to trial, and presides over
bench and jury trials. These cases have
involved claims of unemployment dis-
crimination in violation of title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act, the Reha-
bilitation Act; claims under 42 United
States Code 1983, the Fair Labor Stand-
ards Act, the Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act; qualified and sovereign
immunity defenses; and State law
claims stemming from contract dis-
putes and personal injuries.

As you can see, she has broad experi-
ence in regards to her tenure as a mag-
istrate judge. She has previously
served as the First Assistant Federal
Public Defender of Maryland. During
her 11-year tenure with the Federal De-
fender’s Office, Judge Boardman rep-
resented individuals in both the Green-
belt and Baltimore courthouses that
were charged with Federal crimes.

She also has experience in private
practice, as she served as a litigation
associate at Hogan Lovells, formerly
known as Hogan & Hartson, in Wash-
ington, DC, from 2001 to 2008. During
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